News from the Port
Davenport Historical Society, Inc. Meetings are Open to the Public
Volume 3, Issue 4

Letter from the Editor
HAPPY NEW YEAR
As we welcome 2021 it is hard to
imagine we would all still be sequestered in our homes or at very small
gatherings. Perhaps this will be a
good time to reflect on our past and
the many stories we might collect
and place in a binder or notebook to
pass along to Davenport Historical
Society collections. Over the holidays as we have thought about past
Christmases I am sure your memories have become more dear. So
lets start the new year adding to the
history of days gone by. Email copies to Judy, mail to Kathy or drop off
your stories to Linda’s in the Mart in
Davenport. After all History is just
stories we share.
HRR
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Greetings Everyone, Happy New
Year!
Davenport Elementary
opened in Aug. The campus is
beautiful and is such an asset to the
City. We finally have our school
back. DHS welcomed the faculty
and staff with goody bags and food
before the official opening. We also
want to thank our sponsors for
their generous donations which
made this possible. We are excited
to see what the future holds for our
school and city.
A big thank you goes to our members and volunteers for their help in
deliveries and organizing this great
event. Hope everyone is safe and
taking care of themselves. Hope to
see everyone soon.
Deborah Burress, VP

Winter Quarterly 2020-21

By HRR

Thank You to all members and friends of
DHS who decorated the gazebo and
Christmas tree for 2020 Festival of Trees.
DHS has many long standing
opportunities for volunteers throughout
the year.
Don’t miss “Following the Heritage Trail”

President’s Message
By: Kathy B. Linder
Hello Members:
Oct. 1, 2020 starts the new year for the Davenport Historical Society. Please renew your membership dues or if you wish to become a new
member mail to DHS, PO Box 774, Davenport
33836.
We are looking for artifacts. When donating artifacts please include who is contributing and a contact phone number.
Please drop artifact (s) at Linda’s Hair
Center in the Mart. Call 863-422-7179
after 9/22, 2020.
HAPPY NEW YEAR
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If you missed Judith Thompson’s first book you have another opportunity to read her second edition. For Sale at Linda’s Hair Salon

Following the Heritage Trail
DHS Projects from
2010-2020
2010-In the DHS Minutes
10/11/2010, it was written
that the former campus of
Davenport School was to be
vacated in December and
that it was up for sale. The
DHS began trying to save the
historic 1929 Davenport
schoolhouse.
2011-The City of Davenport
sponsored the first Annual
Highwaymen Event (1st Friday and Saturday in March)
with the assistance of the
DHS.
2011-November 11 & 12
Davenport enjoyed the first
Horse Creek Festival. It was
a huge success with an art
display, skilled craftsmen,
dulcimer musicians, an authentic storyteller with his
horse and campfire plus
some of that Southern food.
The first festival was initiated
and implemented by the
DHS, The festival was also

held several other years.
2013-DHS tried to organize a library in the
1927 school house.
Since that did not work
out, in 2015 Howard
Gill made the sturdy
metal box for the Little
Free Library and securely placed it in Merchant
Square Park by the gazebo, It has remained
popular ever since.
2014-2015-DHS helped
Theatre Works Florida
move into the Davenport Arts and Cultural
Centre on the school
campus.
2015– Dale Dudney salvaged pieces of the original water tower and
made the miniature water tower next to the
Little Free Library, This
was initiated by friends
and members of DHS.
2015-Millie Fleischer
was the Cookbook

By Judith Torgersen Thompson
Coordinator for DHS’s
Davenport Centennial
Cookbook. Davenport
celebrated it’s 100
birthday March 15,
2015.
2015-This was a busy
year for our organization. The first Forum
for the city elections
was held on March 25,
2015 Another on
March 23, 2016.
2016-On April 2, DHS
dedicated the Walking
Trail, which culminated
several years of research. Visitors now
have an informative
brochure identifying
historic buildings and
sites. By request DHS
trail docent ,Billie
Sedore, leads this informative tour.
2016-April 2nd the Citrus Label Trail was
dedicated in Davenport. The driving tour
was initiated by DHS
members and has been
adopted by almost every city in Polk County
and three other counties in Florida. The
labels may be seen in
Wilson Park,

Merchant Square and Holly
Hill’s weigh station on 17-92
north.
2017-The Polk County Commissioners wanted to move
the historic Welcome to Polk
County monument that sits on
Old Tampa Highway to a playground area a few miles from
it’s original site. Davenport
citizens were asked by DHS
members to sign a petition
asking to leave it at its original
location. Thanks to the voice
of the people the monument
was saved, repaired and is still
our county landmark.
2017-Nov. 11th When the
intersection of Bay Street and
Hwy.17-92 was upgraded, our
Blue Star Memorial Highway
sign disappeared., We
checked into getting the
plaque replaced, raised the
funds and relocated the sign
to City property at Hwy 1792 & Williams Street.
2019-With gratefulness, the
DHS thanks the Commissioners and people of Davenport
who had the foresight to see
the need to close one block of
Suwanee Ave. so that we
could have our Davenport
Elementary School back, plus
beautiful new buildings and
our 1927 school house.
Continued on page 3.
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Heritage Trail Continued
2019-In honor of the Centennial of the passage of
the 19th Amendment DHS
compiled information from
the Minutes of Davenport
from 1915-1989 showing
women who dedicated 15
years or more to assisting
in the City elections, and
also women who contributed to the City of Davenport in positions previously held by men only.
The results are printed in
a booklet, “100 + Years of
Civil Service”. It may be
purchased at Linda’s Hair
Care in the Mart. $6.00
each or $5.00 each for 4
or more booklets.
2020-Even though 2020
has been a nightmare in
many ways the renovation
of the 1927 school house
and the beautiful new campus has for many

Cont. from 2

been a dream come true.
The entire school surpassed
the expected results, especially the fabulous auditorium.
In conclusion, your Historical
Society plans to continue to
fight to preserve our legacy,
landmarks and artifacts, as
well as looking toward the
future by hosting election
forums and looking for other
ways to make Davenport
Better. We invite you to join
us
“Davenport—My City: I’m
Part of it; I’m Proud of it.”

Member Invitation

Membership Invitation:
The Davenport Historical Society, Inc.
purpose is to preserve the city’s history
and share this heritage by contributing
to the records of the state of Florida and
the United States of America in an
effort that will embrace our past while
working toward a brighter future for all
of Davenport’s citizens.
Please join us. Meetings are held the
second Monday of each month at 6:30
pm at different historic locations., except June, July & August unless otherwise stated.
For location email:
jthompson.dhs@gmail.com
___1. Become a member of DHS
$10.00 Individual Membership
18.00 Family Membership
35.00 Business Membership
75.00 Corporate Membership
$100.00 Lifetime Individual
Membership
___2. Share artifacts or personal stories
with DHS and Museum
___3. Volunteer time to the DHS &
Museum (select interest)
NAME_______________________________
ADDRESS____________________________
EMAIL_______________________________

“A dream come true” Historic 1927 School

CUT AND MAIL with your check…….
There have been many more projects , events and partners from 2010
to 2020 that we have not had room to share, so please join us for future
plans when we are allowed to gather again. Please email Judy if you are
interested. We need You and Your ideas. Contact info on page 4.

PHONE___________CELL______________
Please complete & mail to:
Davenport Historical Society, Inc.
% Kathy Linder
P.O. Box 774
Davenport, FL 33836
DHS is a 501 c ( 3 ) non profit
organization

DAVENPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.

Meetings:
Second Monday
Each month at
6:30pm
Davenport
Commission
Chamber
Quarterly Meetings with
Special Programs.
No Meetings:
June, July, August

P.O. BOX 774
DAVENPORT, FL 33836
TO:
____________________________
____________________________

Websites:
Quiltsandtea.com
Mydavenport.org
Polkhistorycenter.org
des.polkschoolsfl.com
********
President:
Kathy Linder
hummerbkat@aol.com
Vice President:
Deborah Burress
Deborah.
burress@yahoo,com

_____________________________

Future Plans for Davenport Historical Society include : Mobile historic displays, FL History to accommodate 4th grade school field trips, On-line research center computers for public use, Information station with brochures and flyers related to Davenport and NE Polk, Docent led tours,
Field Trips to historic sites and other heritage offerings.

Davenport Historic District……..National Registry……...
ALL DHS MEETINGS AND EVENTS CANCELED
OR POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

WELCOME DAVENPORT
ELEMENTARY
OPENED AUG. 24, 2020
For more information visit:

Secretary:
Judith Thompson
Jthompson.dhs@gmail.
com

des.polkschoolsfl.com

PCHC & PCHA Liaison:
Harriet Rust
azaleahill@msn.com

National Registry Historic Map

